Meeting with Travis County
 
April 12, 2007 7pm
 
Present;
 
Charles Berg
Kurt Nielson
Dan Perry
Mike Brewster
4 Representative's from birders
Hill from Ridge Riders 
Some Guy about the turkeys
John Hogge
Gary Ellis
Troy Wilson
Tommy Blackwell
Dan Sharp ( Land Design Partners) 
Wendy , the county planner
 
 
They handed out small maps of the existing features and had one big map on an easel that showed the proposed "new" features. 
  
*While this came last in the meeting, I am going to put this first in the notes* 
Time Line
 
April 24th They take this to Commissioner's Court to get the OK to present it publicly and gather public input. 
 
Public Meetings will be scheduled for May 9th and 10th . The 9th will be downtown at the Commissioners Courtroom and the 10 th will be at the Bee Cave facility.
 
After that the consultant develops a preliminary budget and that helps defines the phases of the project. Since they won't have funding to do everything at once. ( More on this later) 
 
Then in June they return to Commissioner's Court to ask for this funding and really begin the project. 
 
At this point it will become official that we are getting access to climb and bolt at Pouge and this is when we can request access and make plans on climbing and bolting there. 
 
Planned Features and Facilities
 
The major planned facilities will be roads, parking areas, trails and restrooms. 
The road will be diverted away from passing right by the ranch house. Two reasons ( I think) 1. The Reimer's have a 10 year lease on the 10 acres around the house. They still use it and come and go there. 2. They want to provide a creek crossing at a better location than that one just past the ranch house where the county can build a low but reasonable bridge. 
 
So a new entrance and pay station will be built. The new access will turn right just about where the last cattle guard is today and runs near the old barn that we camped by. 
 
New parking areas will be developed. Our primary parking for entrance into Sex Canyon will move slightly further down the road , but stay on the same side of the road. Nearby there will be a larger more general parking that will have a pavilion , information placards , restrooms, running water and a trail head for an ADA 3 mile trail. 
 
The bike parking moves further up the hill from it is now. 

 
The road continues and where the dumpsters are now will take a hard right turn. Staying high on the ridge and provide two more parking areas. This looks like where we will park for access to Pouge. 
 
The "old" roads will remain open as hike and bike trails. 

 
Access to Pouge Springs and that canyon will be guided only. There are Golden Warbler sightings in there. This should not pose an issue for us as we want the access to the wall along the river frontage and they are planning on providing that. 
 
There is still the issue of Turkey migration across the river near the cliff line that we desire access to and this may create a requirement of a "closed" season to climbing and general access to the area. This is still being reviewed. 
 
The project will built in phases. The first phase will be the features and facilities that provide the access and general use ability. So that will be the new entrance road, near in parking areas and running water near the existing parking. 
 
The next phase or phases will be the further parking areas and restrooms, like the road and parking area that will be on top of the ridge , but provide closer parking for access to the bouldering area we call the Dugout and past that to the Pouge. 
 
After June, the planners will be asking RRCC for on sight input about the exact locations of access, parking, climbing and trail info. 
 
Summary
 
We will get climbing and bolting access to Pouge. Could be this summer. 
 
We maintain all climbing access that we have today, including the new bouldering areas. 
We may have " closed" season at Pouge due to Turkey migration 
 
We will have periods of closed access due to construction. ( Like the road construction last year 
 

 

 

John Hogge had these comments;

 

· The main road diversion away from the 10 acres should speed access since it's a straighter route. 
 
· Movement of Sex Canyon parking slightly further is insignificant in terms of access time, while greatly adding positive aesthetics. 
 
· The two parking areas near Pogue are closer than what R2C2 expected from earlier meetings and very close to the Dugout bouldering area. 
 
· The "40 Year Old Virgin" bouldering area lacks close parking.  However this is also a large marked bird habitat zone, making us lucky to keep bouldering access.  Perhaps we could ask the bird representatives if parking for 12(?) cars near the "big log" would be a problem.  (Otherwise, how long would the hike take?  During the comp it seemed like a length stretch.) 
 
· A seasonal Pogue closure for protecting the turkey population is a reasonable sharing of the resource with the environmentalists.  The environmental representatives are being fair with other issues such as nearby Golden Cheaked Warbler habitat.    
 
· The plan does not provide a close bathroom to Pogue.  The closest bathroom is at the Reimers road drop into the river valley.  This flaw will create unnecessary car traffic from Pogue proximity parking to the nearest bathroom. 
 
Overall, I like that all the climbing was included, more parking was included, and parking was placed closer to Pogue and Dugout.  I like the non-climbing components such as off-trail hiking and expanded advanced mountain biking.  One can even bike to Pogue. 
 
