TRAVIS COUNTY

TRANSPORTATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

April 18, 2007

TO:


Project File
FROM:

Wendy Scaperotta

SUBJECT:

Milton Reimers Ranch Park Master Plan
ATTENDEES:

John Hogge

Georgean Kyle

Paul Kyle

David W. Houston

Tommy Blackwell
Troy Wilson

Gary Ellis

Terry Banks

Hill Abell

Byron Stone

Dan Sharp, LDP
Charles Bergh, TC

Kurt Nielsen, TC
Mike Brewster

Dan Perry, TC

Wendy Scaperotta, TC

I. Meeting, Purpose and Date

Review proposed Milton Reimers Ranch Park Master Plan with Reimers Planning Group, April 12, 2007.

II. Issues and Action Items

Turkey Habitat: The existence of turkey habitat in the northwest corner of the park, where the river and Pogue Canyon intersect, was noted by David Houston, and confirmed by Mike Brewster.  A desire to preserve this area as turkey habitat was expressed, and it was noted that preserving this habitat could require seasonal management of access to this area.  The need for seasonal management would be based on observation of bird behavior (i.e., are turkeys leaving?).  Gary Ellis said that climbers are open to this idea, and that this approach is used in other climbing parks.

The turkey habitat area (and roosting area across the river) will be noted on the site analysis and master plan, as is the Grassland bird habitat.

Mountain Bike Trails:  Hill Abell questioned the proposed closing of the advanced mountain bike trail along the river bluff and their conversion to hiking trails.  He said that a lot of time was invested in their construction by mountain bikers, and they want to continue using them.  He noted that this is how the Greenbelt functions, and suggested managing these trails as dual-purpose trails, for hikers and mountain bikers.  It was agreed that these trails would be improved, as required, and used as dual-purpose trails.

It was also stated that the County is going to work with mountain bike representatives in the design development phase of the project to reconfigure existing trail system as may required so they function better for hikers.

Climbing Areas:  Climbers requested that parking, as shown on the proposed plan, be constructed, at the very least, in the first phase of construction to accommodate access to the remote climbing area.  It was agreed that this access be one of the top priorities…it is relatively inexpensive to construct.

It was also discussed whether a parking lot be constructed between Reimers Canyon parking and River Bend parking to accommodate access to the bouldering, non-roped climbing area (Painted Rock).  No decision was made.

As with the mountain bikers, the County would work with climber representatives in the design development phase of the project to locate and field design “rock climbing nodes”.

Birding:  Several topics were discussed with birders.   Terry Bank asked whether a bird blind was to be built, and it was agreed that a bird blind should be provided as an interpretive amenity for children along the nature trail.  A small source of water should be provided, and/or the blind should be portable to ensure that it is located where the birds are.

Geogean and Paul Kyle asked that Chimney Swift towers be provided, perhaps incorporating them into the architecture, and/or used as trail markers. They gave the County two books, one about Chimney Swifts and the other about construction of towers.  It was agreed that this idea is to be explored.

Byron Stone noted that southern area of the park is good sparrow habitat, and was told, when he asked, that birders could use that area (whether they can use the 10-acre lease area has to be determined).  It was also stated that birders (and others) have free range of the park and are not confined to trails.  The trails are intended for less adventuresome users.

Flood Warning Siren:  When asked if a flood warning siren would be installed, Charles Bergh said no because there are liability issues.  He noted that the state removed theirs at Pedernales State Park for this reason.  He also said that the Parks staff monitors the weather, and since the park is manned during operating hours, they would be able to warn park visitors in the river channel.

It was noted that vehicles, except for ADA access, are not to be parked in the river channel.  Access will only be granted for drop-off and boat launching.

Landscape Plans:  The plans to reestablish cypress along the river and to manage cedar growth throughout the park were well received.  The fact that Travis County already has loppers that may be used by volunteer forces for removing small cedars was discussed.

River-side Trails:  Trails along the river -- that wash out when flooded -- will not be maintained on a regular basis. 
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